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CENTRAL BANK OF THE U.A.E. 

Notice No. : 222212008 

Date : 1/5/2008 

To : All Banks dJi?! QK :J! 

Subject : Implementation of the l L B: cg4 :e.++dl 
Image Cheque Clearing I l b w  el&'? 
System (ICCS) 

After Greetings,, $ 6  &dl + 

After success of the parallel running of ICCS LJL ?U;il wl@= C4j .LU 
and the existing automated system, which was $dl ?MI jI& hJF ?I&@ CIS$JI 
conducted with a group of banks over the 3 1 &! 2007 *$i 21 +, '91 Jx , 
period from 2 1 Oct. 2007 to 3 1 st January d+1 ,j , 941 , t, 2008 2b 
2008, the Central Bank has decided to +dl ~1 ++ 
proceed with live operation of the system ' 2008 4% ~~~~ ,,!, GIJt;l 
with effect from Tuesday 1 July 2008. Kindly su3 

ki sk,y fi2 +, note that the system shall operate in qLI\ &leI>Ll 
accordance with the following procedures: 

1. Cheques deposited by bank customers J+ dy 941 e ) k  ~ J J !  iivl .1 
will be scanned by branches of all banks dfi) 941 JS t3 j  3J + 'g3jY! 
(cheque Standards and Specifications will 2 JL- u 4 i l ~ I  ( -11  i . -IJp 
be as in the concerned manual) and sent lg~% 4 ~ 3 1  .. .. b% g ~ 6 ~ 9  + ( 4 1  
to their H.O. I Regional Office (for . (&YI ... $> &ilk) &$)jl 
foreign banks). 

2. Each H.O. / Regional Office will then &j!+ &I/&$ d l  ?& .2 
send total bank's imaged Cheques to the &+I b j d l  GE+I &L+! 
Central Bank I ICCS (If some banks do hJF I&@ &K$Jl LL / G$JAll 
not have a central system, then they ?cI;; bd y j l l  4 4 1  & 6) 
should authorize their branches to send '-,I c2.t, ~1 JL,~ 3+ &+ qsp 
Imaged Cheques directly to the ICCS) . L+,lc2,y, 2 . A , ,  ?ll;j d! sr;b. 



Payment by banks will be made against J- & '& ;r& & J I ~ I  .3 
their accounts holder's cheque images, if cijK I:! 6 &&-I +L\ L g j k  L@ 

funds are available and no discrepancies Li J~~ +3 L - J !  2 ;j+ J I ~ ~ I  
are noticed (If discrepancies are noticed JpJ LJ 1 j!) 3s A&+ / ~)41j 
these have to be described accurately). .(G+ l++qj++i &kg/ &&& 

Original cheques once imaged will be % 6 -91 c lwl  2- & s@Yl JL .4 
sorted within the premises of the 9pulI J! +I +I\ $ 1B jj 
concerned bank and sent to issuing banks U\ + ;$b 5 ;> J% iJd\ 
within 5 days directly from the presenting . crlS,211 ? J L  
bank. 

At issuing banks, received original 4 i J d I  441 j + .5 
cheques will be verified for forgery1 J\ A&& / ~ ~ j j  +, dm 
discrepancies and issuing bank will have 30 hJd i&, Jd~ @ c ~ J  A&+ 
30 days to claim against the concerned L, 41 +J\ &L 471 ., t~. $d L~ e 
presenting bank. .@I 

The Issuing bank, must make its claim for ,s& di JLS-J~ e l  & -jL, .6 
good value of the cheque at the Central ;+I\ L+l& qSAI & d l  &11 +ILL 
Bank, and should attach the original MI U\ ji2 di & .. .. u 6 '4\:.fl 

cheque, for Central Bank processing. L h + l J d ~ ~ ~ & J L e  

.b$4~ 

The decision of the Central Bank will be % L& ~$91 j l j  cj f i  .7 
binding on both the issuing bank and the dl 9 6 &I ? J L  &I +I J- 

presenting bank, but both parties will ~ \ ~ \ - > t  ! :\+, &+I +, @\ 

have the right to go for legal process if .4j J+ if\ LAA\ J U l  Ij! Gaul 
one chooses so. 

The Issuing bank once finished with + -1 J* @I & LL -8 
verifying cheques, will divide them into Lw t i ) ? i c p  J! L++& irK$JI 
two groups; The High Value Cheques & iJJ) 11% IWI L+\ L+K:.?\ 

(High Value being 50 K or more) and all ~j py &\ 5 0  dfi 91 L+,~:2.?, 11 
other cheques. .is$% isFJ (jj 

The High Value original cheques will be la jj + " wl -91 a w l  It .9 
sorted and stored at H.O. I Regional 2 c&)rl @I/ &Jl J.LI& &jSs 
Office, in an easily accessible area for 10- ,a\+ 10 ;A LW! 3-$1 & U 
years, to refer to them if the need arises. I ,,I . w! t9> &jJ 
The other cheques will be stored in banks 4 ~1 djb 2 k9 + '+,~:!d\ 
stores for the same period. ;dl 



10. The High Value original cheques will pii J wl &!I\ clwl S J L l  + -10 
have to be retrieved and submitted to the L+ 6 6-1 qS$l & d l  &! 
Central Bank or courts, as and when & , d l  J31i I+ '.lU+ bxigg 
demanded within the period stated in (9) . b k i  (9) + d l  
above. 

1 1. The Central Bank will store cheque Awl JY &j;; dpJ1 J& .11 
images through the ICCS for at least 20 clE$Jl L L  ?U 3% - 
years and will certify to courts, if ;,.- #bJ 'ii 20 ir, & ~l i d  bJ- 
required: that the concerned cheque was ~1 ' dj .cu 4 ;Y ' +u ~;JW 
processed by it on xx/xx/xxxx and that ~ 1 ,  4; : \ l - r O  41 
the beneficiary (Name) received value of 

(?I) d&J .... .. J& ..?& '&2 q$$\ the cheque. 
. &ill 2+5 &I / +I 

12. The Central Bank will not process uL + qS$l d+J &+ ,12 
physical cheques beyond 3 1 October 6 2008 3 1 &JL J+ &iiJJJl irwl 
2008, and the old ACCS will be scrapped AI+L!J ~ V I  LU\ + 41 +,J 
after that date. .&J UI * edl 

Since the cheque presented for clearing must be &i %+ & hi - ~ I L U  ? d l  @I I+ - 
thoroughly verified before being scanned and an +j >! JL~! *kJg! b J I ~  
image thereof is sent to ICCS, the Central Bank 4d( db ' 

bJF yl,iiul., -L 
will adopt new specifications for cheques, based 

&d clw 6 1 ; l k  i rLlqa hh+ qs$\ 
on: 

- The word "cheque" written in thermochromic &+ dJI+l If U S  &IS - 
ink, which disappears when exposed to little ;* + ;J~+~ 3. 0 G ~ ;  , i 
temperature, then reappears once again. . 

- The material of the cheque surface shall be of a & Y ,+I + +I + ;3L i)& - 
type that does not allow change of writing, as , 2% +sJ Le,-i.t,-i: + @ &~ 
it easily dissolves and smudges. 

The new cheque shall be adopted : : 441 -1 J&\ +J 

a. Within six months for Manager's I Counter 4 4 1  irw J+:! 2 .a JU .\ 
cheque. (Manager's / Counter cheque) 

b. Gradually for customer cheques (official C I L ~ I )  C-I ir&.Ld ' k J S  .+ 
institutions1 individuals1 commercial ;i,lJU\ '21 .., Y19\ / J \ _ ~ V \  / +31 
establishments and companies) (&KJAI~ 



A manual containing details of the new technical &A5 && &I3 JLj! +s 9 l1Lb 
specifications of the cheque shall be sent directly aJL i)hs & &U ;++Jl +I &L\yJl 
to banks by Information Technology Projects 
T 1- . ;$I+ 4 4 1  GK J! 
unlr. 
(Cheque Standards and Specifications Manual) ( q j  a-19~ ML WJ) 

Furthermore, another manual containing image &I- &+ UJ LJ! '\I & - -. 

cheque clearing controls and procedures shall & bJy ? \ ~ b  '-,&A\ LL h\e~3!s 
also be sent by Information Technology Projects . 'P$& &&dl eJb ;hg Unit. 
(Image Cheque Clearing Controls and L L  41p.\-!j UJ) 
Procedures Manual) ( 4 w 1  

ITPU shall also send a third manual, to cover &&A 'ohg-II + dl; &IJ JLj! A S  $+ 
ICCS technical specifications. f , l ~ @  AS.&\ L L  ?ILd + d l  hL lyJ l  
(ICCS Technical Specifications Manual) 

The Central Bank will send an electronic U J L j k  q ~ A l  Lby,ll e3&J 

copy of each of the above mentioned w &jJ , rh\ J~~ uJ 
manuals, once a confirmation of receipt of this 

$ l ; ~ j  dm +s Juul 1~ ?++ 4hl 
Notice and a request for these documents is 
received by it via the e-mail address: : + s y y l  +A\ - dl* &A @ 

In the meanwhile the Central Bank will prepare a Jack eG91 rL JKi ~ ; i jSp I \  L a p d l  C ~ 9  
Membership Agreement for this new system & J L ~ ! ~  .. . 14 t_ykl'U&l 
and send a copy thereof to all banks on 15'~ May J, , 2008 ~ l h  $,,k 441 GK Jib 2008, and banks should review and sign it at the 
latest by 3 1" May 2008. 

6 ~ 1  +J& ?g3 4 4 1  b\$ 
2 0 0 8  .& 31 

In case of any technical enquiries relating to @ d h  L j j  r i l J U I  ~ - 9  UL ~ 9 3  
operating the system, please send them to the &sfly\ +,I J! uLJl +> 
above e-mail address and should not be sent by JL 1 L\ 1-1 ds3 rb\ J~-j 
any other means. Banks wishing to test J .. s .. ? 

&>I 4 ij +L$ '$1 $41 La\ &+I 
connectivity to the system should also send their 
request to the above e-mail address. 4 9  J! &3 dl 16?s 4 ? M 4  

*&I r%\ j&LI\ cj33y)ll 

Other enquiries relating to non-technical issues 6 @ J+ J& W\ r i l J m Y \  
must be sent to the following e-mail address: : \I-J\ d s 9 y \  JJILLJI >! uJ! 
iccenq@cbuae.gov.ae. iccsenq@cbuae.gov.ae 






